
FREEDOM AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

COVID-19 FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 

1. WHY IS FASD CLOSED?  

a. Governor Wolf and Education Secretary Rivera ordered that all school facilities in 

the state of Pennsylvania be closed in order to comply with the social distancing 

requirements. While our facilities are closed, the educational process is not. Our 

teachers are working hard to provide regular, progressive instruction to our 

students in order to successfully complete the school year. 

 

2. WHAT PARTS OF FASD ARE CLOSED OR SUSPENDED?  

a. Only our school facilities and any gatherings of larger than 10 people are closed 

or suspended. That means that our school buildings and campus athletic facilities 

are closed and our spring athletic programs have been canceled by the PIAA. 

 

3. ARE TEACHERS AND OTHER FASD STAFF WORKING WHILE FASD IS 

CLOSED? 

a. Yes! All of our staff is working during the shutdown. Teachers, administrators, 

and paraprofessionals are working hard to provide on-going instruction to our 

students and to support our students and their families. Our cafeteria staff is busy 

preparing and distributing free meals to anyone in our community under the age 

of 18. Our maintenance and custodial staff are working, as needed, to keep our 

facilities clean and functioning properly and to care for school grounds. 

 

4. ARE MEALS STILL BEING PROVIDED TO STUDENTS WHILE FASD IS 

CLOSED? 

a. Yes! Our cafeteria staff prepares over 400 free breakfast and lunch each day. 

These meals are distributed between 4:00 and 6:00 pm each day by a team of 

cafeteria staff and volunteers from the teaching and support staff. Additionally, 

we have partnered with the YMCA to provide free dinners. These are distributed 

at the same time as the district-provided meals. Meals are distributed at three 

locations, in front of the Middle School on campus, at the Conway Municipal 

Building (the former Conway Elementary School), and at the former Big Knob 

Elementary School. 

 

5. IF FASD IS CLOSED, WHY IS FASD CONTINUING WITH INSTRUCTION?  

a. While the Governor has closed our school facilities, the process of educating 

students did not stop. In fact, all school districts in the Commonwealth were 

required to submit a Continuity of Education plan to the Department of 

Education. This plan outlines the efforts that the school district is taking to 

provide a continuing educational program to our students. Our plan can be found 

at: 



https://www.freedomareaschools.org/cms/lib/PA02217880/Centricity/Domain/30

3/FASD%20Continuity%20of%20Education%20Plan.pdf 

 

6. WHAT IS A CONTINUITY OF EDUCATION PLAN?  

a. The Pennsylvania Department of Education provides the following information 

regarding Continuity of Education: 

Continuity of education is the overarching term for educational practices that occur in the event 

of a prolonged school closure. To provide a consistent and equitable foundation for this work, 

PDE partnered with intermediate units (IUs) and the Pennsylvania Training and Technical 

Assistance Network (PATTAN) to develop guidance and evidence-based resources around 

continuity of education, and to provide technical assistance to school leaders. 

PDE expects all schools to provide continuity of education for all students in the most 

appropriate and accessible ways possible, while also honoring the Governor's guidance for 

aggressive social distancing of at least six feet between individuals. Moreover, evolving United 

States Department of Education (USDE) guidance implies that Individuals with Disabilities 

Education Act (IDEA) and other federal protections continue to apply during mandated school 

closure. 

As schools are closed until the end of the school year, schools are expected to offer Planned 

Instruction at all grade levels as part of continuity of education plans. Planned Instruction is 

formal teaching and learning, similar to what occurs in a classroom setting. Within this process, 

teachers use planned courses of instruction of new concepts/skills aligned to grade level 

standards. 

In addition to Planned Instruction, schools may offer Enrichment and Review, which consists of 

informal activities that reinforce or extend students' prior learning. 

Both Planned Instruction and Enrichment and Review can take a variety of forms, including 

online/digital learning opportunities; non-digital learning opportunities (e.g., materials sent home 

with students); and other approaches designed in partnership with local IUs and PATTAN 

centers. Implementation at the local level is based on feasibility, availability of resources, local 

student needs, access and equity considerations, and social distancing guidance. 

Schools must work to meet the needs of all students including attention to free appropriate public 

education protections for students with disabilities and English as a second language services for 

English learners. 

 

7. WHAT IS FASD’s CONTINUITY OF EDUCATION PLAN? 

a. Our plan outlines the efforts that the school district is taking to provide a 

continuing educational program to our students. Our plan can be found at: 

https://www.freedomareaschools.org/cms/lib/PA02217880/Centricity/Domain/303/FASD%20Continuity%20of%20Education%20Plan.pdf
https://www.freedomareaschools.org/cms/lib/PA02217880/Centricity/Domain/303/FASD%20Continuity%20of%20Education%20Plan.pdf


https://www.freedomareaschools.org/cms/lib/PA02217880/Centricity/Domain/30

3/FASD%20Continuity%20of%20Education%20Plan.pdf 

 

8. IS ATTENDANCE REQUIRED WHILE FASD IS CLOSED? 

a. As part of our Continuity of Education Plan, students are required to participate in 

and complete daily instruction and learning activities. Attendance is recorded by 

teachers each day. In the elementary grades (K-4), teachers and families 

communicate via email or telephone on a daily basis to monitor attendance. In the 

secondary grades (5-12), all students are required to complete and submit a 

Google form to their PLT or Homeroom teacher on a daily basis. 

 

9. DOES MY STUDENT NEED TO COMPLETE LESSONS WHILE FASD IS CLOSED?   

a. As when schools are operating under normal conditions, we encourage and expect 

students to complete their assignments. For students in grades K-4, teachers are 

checking with families each Friday to confirm that work has been completed. 

Teachers may occasionally ask the parent to send a scan or picture of a portion of 

the completed work for verification. For students in grades 5-12, work is 

submitted to their teacher electronically, either through their Google Classroom or 

other similar means. 

 

10. IF MY STUDENT CHOOSES NOT TO COMPLETE SCHOOL WORK, WHAT 

IMPACT WILL IT HAVE?  

a. We encourage and expect all students to engage in and complete their assigned 

school work. Because the work may be graded, failure to complete the work may 

have a negative impact on the student’s grade. 

 

11. DOES MY STUDENT STILL NEED TO COMPLETE OVERDUE WORK FROM 

BEFORE MARCH 16, 2020? 

a. Teachers are working with students to ensure that any work that is due can be 

submitted in a timely manner. While we encourage flexibility, individual teachers 

are responsible for the grading practices in their classrooms. 

 

12. HOW HAS THE WORKLOAD BEEN MODIFIED FOR THE CONTINUITY OF 

EDUCATION PLAN?  

a. We have asked our teachers to be as flexible as possible, working with families to 

recognize the difficulties involved in learning in a home environment that may 

include working parents, several students, and a shortage of technology and/or 

internet accessibility. Please discuss specific concerns regarding workload with 

your child’s teacher. 

 

13. WHY HAS THE WORKLOAD BEEN MODIFIED FOR THE TIME PERIOD OF THE 

CONTINUITY OF EDUCATION PLAN?  

https://www.freedomareaschools.org/cms/lib/PA02217880/Centricity/Domain/303/FASD%20Continuity%20of%20Education%20Plan.pdf
https://www.freedomareaschools.org/cms/lib/PA02217880/Centricity/Domain/303/FASD%20Continuity%20of%20Education%20Plan.pdf


a. We recognize the difficulties involved in learning in a home environment that 

may include working parents, several students, and a shortage of technology 

and/or internet accessibility.  We have made efforts to support our students and 

families as we all adjust to this new and difficult learning environment. 

 

14. IF I HAVE CONCERNS ABOUT THE WORKLOAD MY CHILD IS RECEIVING 

WHO SHOULD I CONTACT?  

a. All concerns should initially be discussed with the teacher who is assigning the 

work. As always, our building principals are available to discuss these issues if 

they cannot be resolved with the classroom teacher. 

 

15. WHAT CAN WE EXPECT TO SEE AS FAR AS GRADING IS CONCERNED?  

a. Students in grades K-4 will receive a Pass/Fail grade for the final 9-weeks. These 

grades will be based on student participation and completion of assigned work, 

which will be confirmed through parent/teacher communication each week. 

Students in grades 5-12 will receive letter grades for the final 9-weeks. These 

grades will be determined based on student work, tests/assessments, and 

participation in instructional activities. 

 

16. CAN I EXPECT THE SAME FREQUENCY OF CONTACT FROM MY TEACHERS 

a. In most cases, it is likely that you will see an increase in the frequency of contact 

from your teachers. However, parents are always welcomed and encouraged to 

contact teachers via either email or telephone. Teacher contact information is 

posted to each school’s website. Voicemail messages left on the teacher’s school 

extension will be automatically forwarded to the teacher’s email. Teachers are 

expected to be available for parent/student communication between the hours of 

10:00 am and 2:00 pm each school day. Messages received outside of those hours 

will be returned as soon as possible. 

 

17. IS GOOGLE CLASSROOM A SAFE AND SECURE WAY FOR STUDENTS TO 

RECEIVE INSTRUCTION?  

a. The Google Classroom platform is used by schools and districts across the 

county. Google Suite for Education applications comply with all data security 

standards to which school districts are held, including the Family Educational 

Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and the Children’s Online Privacy Protection 

Act of 1998 (COPPA). As with all technology, there are inherent risks. However, 

because our student email addresses are restricted from receiving contacts from 

outside of the freedomarea.org domain, we are confident that our students and 

their records are as safe as possible. 

 

18. ARE STATE ASSESSMENTS (PSSAs and KEYSTONE EXAMS) STILL BEING 

HELD?  



a. No. As part of the extended shut-down of our school facilities, all state testing has 

been canceled for this school year. This includes the both PSSA and Keystone 

assessments.  

 

19. ARE ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) EXAMS STILL BEING OFFERED? 

a. Advanced Placement (AP) Exams are still being offered. All AP exams will be 

offered as abbreviated (shortened) exams and will be taken on-line. Students 

should contact their Guidance Counselor, Ms. Tinklepaugh, or the College Board 

website for further information. 

 

20. WHAT IS THE LAST DAY OF THE SCHOOL YEAR AND WILL IT BE CHANGED?  

a. The last day of school for students in the Freedom Area School District will 

remain Friday, June 5, 2020 as originally scheduled. The state has waived the 

requirement that students complete 180 days of instruction for the 2019-2020 

school year. Utilizing the updated calendar that is posted to the District’s website, 

we will complete 173 days of instruction this school year. The calendar can be 

found here: 

https://www.freedomareaschools.org/cms/lib/PA02217880/Centricity/Domain/19

5/2019-2020%20SCHOOL%20CALENDAR%20-

%20Revised%20due%20to%20School%20Building%20Closures.pdf 

 

21. HOW DOES FASD’S CLOSURE OR THE CONTINUITY OF EDUCATION PLAN 

AFFECT SUMMER SCHOOL, PROMOTION TO THE NEXT GRADE LEVEL, OR 

EARNING CREDITS TOWARD GRADUATION?  

a. Because our Continuity of Education plan provides for planned instruction, as 

long as a student receives a passing grade as a final grade for their courses, they 

will receive the appropriate credit, move on to the next grade, or graduate, as 

anticipated. Summer school will be discussed with individual students and 

families, as needed and appropriate. 

 

22. WHAT IS HAPPENING WITH THE CLASS OF 2020 GRADUATION?  

a. May 15, 3:00-5:00 PM: Cap & Gown Distribution during portfolio Collection 

i. Cost for cap and gown is $22.  Students may pay on May 15 if they have 

not already done so.  FHS must receive payment prior to the student 

receiving his/her cap and gown.  

b. May 29, 4:00 PM: Graduate Parade 

i. Students should arrive on campus by 4:00. Each student will be assigned a 

parking space in the student lot next to the high school.  

ii. Assigned spaces will be emailed to students and posted on the school 

webpage. 

iii. At 5:30 PM, students will begin receiving their diplomas by driving to the 

front of FHS: students may exit their vehicle to receive their diploma and 

take photos. 

https://www.freedomareaschools.org/cms/lib/PA02217880/Centricity/Domain/195/2019-2020%20SCHOOL%20CALENDAR%20-%20Revised%20due%20to%20School%20Building%20Closures.pdf
https://www.freedomareaschools.org/cms/lib/PA02217880/Centricity/Domain/195/2019-2020%20SCHOOL%20CALENDAR%20-%20Revised%20due%20to%20School%20Building%20Closures.pdf
https://www.freedomareaschools.org/cms/lib/PA02217880/Centricity/Domain/195/2019-2020%20SCHOOL%20CALENDAR%20-%20Revised%20due%20to%20School%20Building%20Closures.pdf


iv. After all diplomas have been awarded, local law enforcement will lead the 

graduates’ vehicles on a parade throughout the community.   

c. *August 5, 7:00 PM: Baccalaureate, Hosted by the Freedom Area Ministerium 

i. Details will be provided by the ministerium at a later date. 

d. *August 7, 7:00 PM: Graduation Ceremony at Bulldog Stadium 

e. *August 7-8, 11:00 PM-4:00 AM: Project Graduation Celebration in the HS 

Cafeteria 

i. Further details and permission forms will be mailed to seniors by the 

Freedom Area Task Force 

 

23. WILL FASD STILL HOLD THE PROM? 

 *July 31, 7:00 PM: Grand March 

 *July 31, 9:00 PM-5:00 AM: Prom at the Doubletree Hotel, Warrendale PA 

 Further information and registration instructions can be found here: 

https://www.freedomareaschools.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=8&Mod

uleInstanceID=256&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-

3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=1134&PageID=9 

 

24. WHO DO I CONTACT IF I HAVE FURTHER QUESTIONS AND CONCERNS?  

a. For questions related to specific learning activities and schedules, please contact 

your child’s teacher using the contact information available on each school’s 

website. 

For general questions, please contact either your child’s building principal or        

Dr. Fuller, Superintendent.  

For questions related to special education issues, please contact Mr. Testa, 

Coordinator of Special Education. 

For questions related to technology, please contact our IT Department. 

 

25. How high school course scheduling will occur for next school year? 

a. Program of Studies will be posted on the Guidance Webpage on Monday, May 
11 

b. Students will receive a Google Form, via their freedomarea.org email, to sign up 
for classes on Wednesday, May 13.   

c. Scheduling Information Videos posted to the guidance webpage  

 

26. How will laptops be turned in at the end of the school year? 

 May 26, 2:00-6:00 PM: Materials collection for Seniors 

o Seniors will drop off laptops at the GYM entrance.   

o Seniors should also return any books, calculators, etc. during this time. 

https://www.freedomareaschools.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=8&ModuleInstanceID=256&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=1134&PageID=9
https://www.freedomareaschools.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=8&ModuleInstanceID=256&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=1134&PageID=9
https://www.freedomareaschools.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=8&ModuleInstanceID=256&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=1134&PageID=9


o Seniors needing to do so can then proceed to the front of the building to retrieve 

any personal items in the building.   

 A maximum of 10 students will be permitted in the building at one time.  

 Materials Collection for Underclassmen (High School Only) 

o Students do NOT need to return Chromebooks at this time.  

o Students should return any books, calculators, etc. to the high school office on 

their assigned day.  

o Students needing to do so can then proceed to the front of the building to retrieve 

any personal items in the building.   

 A maximum of 10 students will be permitted in the building at one time. 

o In the event of siblings in different grades, families can come at the time assigned 

for the oldest sibling.  

 Juniors: June 1, 8:00 AM-2:00 PM 

 Sophomores: June 2, 8:00 AM-2:00 PM 

 Freshman: June 3, 8:00 AM-2:00 PM 

 Make Up date: June 4, 8:00 AM-2:00 PM 
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